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This being kis own true Confeſſion both to the Ordinary of News 
_ gate, and ſeveral other Miniſters and others who came ro him 
whilſt he continued in Priſon, and have hereunto {ubſcri- 
be4 their Names to atteſt the Truth of this Relation; 


'Y Father was a Malſter in Lancaſhire who lived it-good reputation, my Mo- 
ther is now a Widow, that liveth in credit 2nd. is well beloved, and they 
gave me good Education, but I was a diſobedient and unruly Son toa 

loving and tender Mother. 1 never heard of any of my' Kindred that 

"was | ans of Cheft Murder, or any ſuch horrid Crimes before my ſelf, for which I 
have juſtly brought this death upon me, nor did I ever hear of any of nry Relations 
that wete ever caſt into-any Goal or Priſon before.” | 
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My neglett of duty to my Mother, cauſed me to fall into the acquaintance of 11] com- 
pany of other lude fellows in whom 1 took too much delight, and the more ſleighted 
the care and counſel of my Mother. - ; :: —_ Rs? 

By frequenting ſuch bad company 1 fell with them tedrinking, and to ſpend my time 
and money vainly at theAlthouſe} thoough my Mother and Friends fought to/draw me 
from it, for the bad acquaintance I had prevailed mere with me. / ... #1 

And then we fell to-breaking\the Sabbath day, by our meeting at the Alehouſe, and 
other bad places, when we ſhould have been at Church ferving Ged, to the grief of my 
tender Mother. 

Ard by theſe evil doings I got ſo bad an abit, that I grew careleſs how to put my 
ſcif into any way to live in any. good courte of Life. * : of | 

And being thus unſetled in my mind 1 did' conſent to a young man of my unhappy 
"acquaintance toJoyn with him in ſtealing of an Hotfe, tor us to ride to Londen ard 
ſeek fer ſome imployment there. __ . nk bn 

[ had very little money to carry me up, and was too ſtubborn to ſcek to my Mother: but 
helpiuiga Drover whom. I-oyge:took with Beafts,l had Dier and Lodging in my journey 
tilLF came' to London with hint. 5 : WI. 

- But I had. money and neceſſaries ſent after me, by my Mothey, to Londer, orci 
Twas very glad for I'knew not what couffe to take © ro _— TO_ 

And then I put my ſelf Apprentice to a Carpenter a very honeſt good man, who 
was a loving Maſter to me; and gave me gocd <qdueation,and was a loving Maſter to me 
and to whom 7 was much obliged for his care of me, and well pleaſed with his Ser- 
VICe, 

And though he had divers pieces of Plate abont the houſe, and other gocd Goods 
yet 7 did never wrong him of ny thing by any Theft or Pilfering. 

But 7 robbed both Ged and my Maſter of too much time with naughty company 
that 7 found out, in drinking, and merry meeting, and lewdneſs, and fin. | 

And 7did greatly profane the Sabbath dF by neglecting the Church, and meeting 
with my acquaintance, .walking about ard fitting in an Alehouſe, ard a very bad life, 
{o that 7 have ſome times thus ſpent the whole Sabbath, day, ſrom nine a clock in the 
morning'tintil'midnight, and then. have'come home. drunk. | | .., 


And ih all this 1 was not ſenſible of my miſerable condition, by thus provoking 


God by my Sins, in which it was Gods mercy to ſpare me, and give me time to repent 
had Ihad grace to have'improved it. * | 
But that which is moſt dreadful upon my Conſcience 1s, this blocdy Fact for which 


I am to die, which lieth as a very fore-and hefvy burden 'upon my” Soul ; and for 


- which I can five no reaſon why 1did'it, but the inſtigation of theDevil tempting to 
.-it when was drunk, and not having the fear of God before mine.Eyes, and my Senſes 
gone with drink, 1 was thus overcome of Satan, and tcok up my Hatchet, and (oh 
my Soul bleeds to think of it) I murdered that man that never did me injury. 
I was there at work for my Maſter, and bad opportunity (being from home) to 
a” tme more 111; and not having Ged in my thoughts, I lived profan& and 
ewdly: | + 1 F-- 4 j > 
But this 7 can ſay (7 thank God) 7 never did comfnit Whoredom with any Wo- 
mart z- but 111 company , Sabbath-breaking, drunkxennels, diſcbedience to Parents, 
profaneſs, and other Sins 7 have been deeply guilty of The Lord be merciful to 
me, and pardon and forgive me for. the fake of my-dear Saviour Jefas Chriſt, 
When [ had committed this horrid Murder fog which I am to die,, there was ano- 


ther young man that was ſuſpected. to have done it, and was apprehended upon that - 


ſuſpition.' 


But when upon further inqiry 7 was iound out (by a Watch TI took out of his Poc- 


ket) to be the man th:t didit; 7 was apprehended, ard confeſled that it was 1 that 
murdered him. | | 
- Then 7 was asked if the ether yonnz man in cuſtedy vpon ſufpition, didgnot jovn 
w th m2, or hire me, or ſet me on'do it, and whether he had not fome hand with me 
in Ec. | x LEO (CE! 1 e176 3 FER 
To which I Qlixe a wicked Wretch) affirmed that he hircd me, and promiſed to give 
me forty thillings, and a-better'tizing ; and. fo he:came to be indifted with me, - and 
put in danger of his Life. . #1] .F 28- 2 | 


But this wrong that 1 did to him hath-much troubled me, -and 1 thank God that the. 


Jury did acquit him : And though he was acquitted, yet 1 could not be quiet in my 

mind £111 1 tent for him, ard 1] thank him that he came to me, and when he came to me, 

1 heartily asSked him torgivenels, ad he hath as freely forgiven me. | 
Since 


Have given me fo long time of repentance, after the ſentence of Death 
_ before nzy Execution too, methinks 1 find my heart dayly more and more humbled, 
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Siuce | have been condemned to die, have been much troubled in Conſcience for all 
my-ſuftul and nauznty Lile, e:pecially- for this blacdy and wicked murder, which is a ve- 
LY great teri or to me, fearing leſt God will not pardon {o vile aSin, yet not delpairing, 
to chat 4 liave been greatly dejected ; and my'Scul dead, ſtrpified, nader the terror and 
wrath of God, rot knowirg what to do. Rt > 

ENT ſince the helpl have had from the Ordinary, and cther godly Miniſters, who have 
conterred with me, and praycd with me, and for me. ard inſtructed me out of Gods word, 
born together with other condemned Priſoners, and privately with my. ſelf, (the Lord 
requite Them for their great pains) | have found ſome hopes of mercy from God through 
Curiit Jeſus my Saviour, who died for me, which 1 prize more than my life.” '] an very 
ieniible cf Geds mcrc:es to me, a wicked wretch that deſerve not what | have alrea- 
dy recetved, thou: h like a wiczed unthankfel creatvre 1 have.not improved but abuſed 


them heretofore, but do now in Ueep ſenſe of them, magnifie Gods goodrefs therein. 


1 contels jr is a great mercy from Gcd to mi (praiſed be his holy. Name)-that- my liſe 
hath not been cur off in the midf{t of the very act of Sins, and-been caſt into. Hell tor- 
ments {or ever, but that Ged ſpared: me and gave me time to repent ; and offered me 
the bleiſed meaus and helps that 1 have fourd here in Priſon. Veconfe(s it is Gods great 
mercy to me {by means ct thole worthy Miniſters thar have viſited me) to aſliſt, teach, 
ccunſe}? and comfert me 1n the way of peace, and reconciliation with Ged throu 


. Corilt ;.in woich 1 have tound a great change in me and hope'df mercy. 1 conſeſs that 


IT 15 a great mercy and favour to me to move the heart of the Recorder and others that 


icrrow for my Sins to encreale, aud my, hopes of mercy and pardon of my ins, and of 
the falvaricn of my Soul move more lively in me. And 1 thank; the'Lord that by 
bis provideuce and grace, he hath under this ſad diſpenſationof Death brought my 
—_— 9 ns : ey hu The ox 3 - | 
m1 d-jnto «a wiilng and keerty dubmiſſion to his Will. Tall © 
I moo. to ledtharl ruſt die in ſubmiſſion:ta Gods providence; Ido not: much de- 
ſize to vc auy .onzcr, only to ſettle my peace with God, hoping when 1 die, through 


Gous mercy fo enjoy Life Efernal through Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. It is not Life in 


loo: co alt YCoridly thinrs. But it is the mercy of God to my Soul, and the blood of 
Chrith to walk eway my fins, and to fave my Soul that T labour for,peace of Conſcience 
ard Eco 1.1 chatl earneſtly. ſeek for. Oh my» ſins,mySins; theſe are my- ſorrows 

therefore leg nao Ged day ard night in the dark .Dungeon, where, 1 lie in Fetters of 


cy frem God,who hath promiled mercy to thoſe that confeſs their fins and repent and 


call upen him, and though my fins zre very great, yet my comfort js that his-mercies a- 


"This 1s truly my Confelicn, witneſs my Hand Francis Nichollſon. 


' Witneſs Z. Faikr, Miniſter. Richard Paxton, Richard Hawker, Officers 


paſſed upom me, 
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The Confeſſion of Francis Nicholſon to Mr. 
 Samwel Smith, Ordinary of Neweate, in re- 
lation to his Murthering of Johy Dimb: eby. 


Icis Nichclſon declared voluntari! 'y, and ar ſeyeral rir».-4 
to me Mr. Samu:l Smith Ordinary of Newgate, and to 
e«rvers other perſons then preſent, that he the ſaid Nicholſon was 
not hired by the Perſon Arraigned with him, ro commir rhe 
Gard Murther, as he perſiſted ro aftir m ar his Trial, but th laid 
Aﬀeveration was his meer contrivance, ro 'etſen hrje vn Crime, 
And farther did Relate, rhar he had never thought of the Coach- 
man, had not the man at the T: y at Hermpron-Gourt as fred him the 
queſtion when he was before the ſuſtice, whether or no the 
Coachman was not concerned with him. (aying ſurely ſome bo- 
dy muſt fet him on to do it, and thinking thereby to clear him« 
ſelf, was the only reafon of his charging of the Coachman with 
that bloody A&. Whereipon I Samucl $with told him that he 
vught to fend for the Perſon he had fo wronged and to beg Ins 
Pardon, which ſince he hath done. 
After the Diſcovery of. ſuch a falſe AÞerljon, Tak* 4 he 
ſaid Nicholſon, what moved him to muarther the perſon, he ſaid 
that having drank hard one Nighr in Company, be wifht that 
God would damn him if he did not ery tokill a Man, and affir- 
.med from [that very time, for a fortnight rogether, the Devil did 
fo haunt him, that he tad no reſt in fiis- mi ind. by the Tempters 
urging him to make good his Vow, for otherwiſe he would be 
certainly Damned. He ſaid that it was indifterent-ro him whom 
.he killed, lo he kitled ſome Body to eaſe his mind. That he 
watchtan opportunity to kill the perion at H- npron-Conrt but 
bis beart failed him feveral crimes, yer being let to himfelf, by. 
God for his wicked imprecation or with , he was fo hurried on 
by the Devil coeffeft that Murtte,, that be conld not withſtand 
it for he declared to me leveral tines that it neither proceeded. 
from any Grudg or Malice, nor hope of Gain, yet after he had 
-killed the Man, he ſearcht bis Pockets and rook out a Wacch ; 
alſo he faid'tome' that this troubles his Conſcience very merch, 
"that be killed the Man on a ſudden, and lo dying without prepa- 
; tation, he knows not inwhat ſtate or Condition his Soul is in. 
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